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     In the age of selfies and doctored photographs, 
     the work of Arno Rafael Minkkinen seems to 
     be from another era. The seventy-year-old 
     Finnish-American photographer has been 
making self-portraits for more than 40 years, and is more relevant today than ever, 
having been awarded a 2015 Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation 
Fellowship for his outstanding work. We are proud to present 7 8 9 0 1, 
Minkkinen’s first ever, long overdue solo exhibition in Chicago.

Arno Rafael Minkkinen is a tall, slender, flexible man. We know this because he has 
been pursuing a constant vision for decades: to make portraits of his naked body 
as it blends or coexists within nature. Using a nine second delay on his camera, 
Minkkinen contorts his body into position, awaiting the familiar click of the shutter.  

     We are pleased to present How Much 
     Can You Carry?, the first solo exhibition in 
     the United States for French photographer, 
     Floriane de Lassée.

From the roads of Ethiopia to the Himalayan Mountain passes, drivers race past 
men, women and children carrying heavy loads atop their heads, often staring, 
waving or simply avoiding them. In 2012, Floriane de Lassée decided to stop 
her car on a roadside in Ethiopia, and speak with the carriers whose lives were 
spent walking from place to place. How Much Can You Carry? is an ongoing 
project about the personal and familial burdens one carries on a daily 
basis. Working in Rwanda, Nepal, Indonesia, Bolivia, Ethiopia, Japan and other 
countries, de Lassée asked people to talk about what mattered most to them. 

Floriane de Lassée
September 11 - October 31, 2015
Opening September 11, 5 - 8 P.M.

Arno Rafael Minkkinen
November 6 - January 2, 2016
Opening November 6, 5 - 7 P.M.
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CEG is launching a new initiative, Chat Room, a new web series featuring Catherine 
Edelman in discussion with curators, artists and industry professionals, as well as 
questions from the public. We encourage all readers of this newsletter, and their 
friends, to email questions to info@edelmangallery.com. Any and all topics are 
welcome. The series will be filmed by Scrappers Film Group and will premiere later 
this Fall. 

Chat Room: A new web series 



Arno Rafael Minkkinen continued
“As you leave the viewfinder, trust the camera to 
finish the job. I do not use an assistant to look 
through the camera; otherwise she or he also 
becomes the photographer.” A true purist, 
Minkkinen eschews double exposures or image 
manipulations through Photoshop. Instead, he tests 
the limits of his own physicality, assuming positions 
that seem improbable. It is this test of the human 
body that pushes him to “… know what you will 
not do. For me this means embracing reality 
as a collaborator in the invention of the image, 
not overlaying multiple images to create such 
impressions.”

Whether working in water, snow, the woods, or a 
majestic mountain setting, Minkkinen strives to 
create an equal balance between nature and nudity. 
In Fosters Pond II, 1989, his arms and legs touch the 
water, creating a perfect reflection that is both awe 
inspiring and mystifying; In Maroon Bells Sunrise, 
Aspen, Colorado, 2012, his outstretched arms and 
back form a perfect arc, mimicking the curves of 
the surrounding mountains; In Mouth of a River, 
Fosters Pond, 2014, he bows down to the water, 
arms outstretched, in a pose of reverence and 
acceptance. These are humorous, spiritual and 
transformative photographs that celebrate the 
human form and the earth where we reside. As the 
artist states, “Embrace mystery. Only the camera 
knows what happened. You will not find out until 
you see the negative and make the positive. In good 
pictures, the mystery will still be a mystery.”

Floriane de Lassée: Aftam, Ethiopia, 2012 / SRI, Indonesia, 2013

Floriane de Lassée continued
And in these remote communities, what mattered most 
was often objects of necessity or survival: sacks of grains 
for the farmer, bales of straw to be traded for a cooking 
pan, or empty bottles to be recycled. The participants 
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Floriane de Lassée: 
Gale de dos, Ethiopia, 2012

show a surprising sense of 
curiosity, fun, and pride, 
while bearing a life of ritual, 
consumption, or needs on 
their heads. 

In Aru, Ethiopia, 2012 we see 
a young girl balancing a goat 
atop a stack of wood.  She 
explains to de Lassée that  
the goat will soon be 
bartered for other necessary  
products, and the wood is 
used to cook and  heat her

home; in Bigawa, Nepal, 2013 a young man proudly 
stands with a bunch of hay for his cow, which 
provides him with milk; in Jean Claude, Rwanda, 2015 
a barefoot man stands on a car tire in an oversized 
jacket, with a heap of clothes and scraps atop his head; 
in SRI, Indonesia, 2013 a young girl balances an array of 
plastic laundry baskets and rubber mats, often used in 
the home for shelter and storage. Through these images, 
Floriane de Lassée asks the viewer to contemplate their
own reality, and consider what they would carry to 
symbolize their lives. 

Floriane de Lassée was born in Paris, France in 1977, 
and still resides close to the city. Her work has been 
featured in numerous one-person and group shows 
throughout  Europe and can be seen in her recent 
monograph, How Much Can you Carry? (Editions 
Filigranes, 2014). 

Arno Rafael Minkkinen: Nauvo, Finland, 1973



Artists in the News
Exhibitions
Keliy Anderson-Staley’s [Hyphen] Americans series was on view at the New 
Orleans Photo Alliance last June. Keith Carter and Joel-Peter Witkin were 
part of a group exhibition, Terminal: On Mortality and Beauty, at the Photo 
Center Northwest (Seattle, WA) in April 2015. Heather Dewey-Hagborg’s 
Stranger Visions is currently on view at the Mmuseumm (NY, NY) through 
November, the NRW Forum Düsseldorf (Düsseldorf, Germany) through
January, the GRIMMWELT/GRIMMWORLD’s exhibition EGO Update (Kassel, 
Germany) through March 31, and ZKM Center for Art and Media (Karlsruhe, 
Germany) through March 6, 2016. Select images from Jess T. Dugan’s series 
Every Breath We Drew are on view through January 3, 2016 at Cornell Fine 
Arts Museum (Winter Park, FL). Dugan’s photographs were also included in 
516 Arts’ exhibition Fraction of a Second (Albuquerque, NM) last August, 
and at Grey House Gallery (Krakow, Poland) last May. Ysabel LeMay’s work 
is on view at the National Museum of Women in the Arts (Washington D.C.) 
exhibition, Organic Matters, through September 13. Sandro Miller has 
solo shows at Les Rencontres Arles Photographie (Arles, France) through 
September 20, the University of Wyoming Art Museum through November 
21, and CamerImage Film Festival (Torun, Poland), from November 14 - 
January 20, 2016. His work was also included in the 2015 Head On Film 
Festival (Sydney, Australia), Deichtorhallen Hamburg’s spring exhibition 
Picasso in Contemporary Art (Hamburg, Germany), and Zachęta National 
Gallery of Art’s exhibition Cannibalism? On Appropriation in Art (Warsaw, 
Poland) in March 2015. Lori Nix had a solo exhibition, The Power of Nature, 
at Museum Schloss Moyland (Bedburg-Hau, Germany) last May, and was 
part of a two-person show at The Hillstrom Museum of Art (Saint Peter, MN) 
this past February. Jeffrey Wolin had a retrospective of his work last April in 
Bloomington, IN at the Indiana University Art Museum, Perspective Gallery, 
and Monroe Country History Center. 

Awards
Daniel Beltrá received the 2015 Science and Natural History Picture Story 
Award of Excellence (POYi Columbia, MO). Bruce Davidson’s newest book, 
In Color, was named one of “The 10 Best New Photography Books of Spring 
2015” by American Photo Mag (Orlando, FL). Ysabel LeMay was selected to 
represent Texas in the National Museum of Women in the Arts’ Women to 
Watch Biennial (Washington, D.C.). Jess T. Dugan received the Pollock-Kras-
ner Foundation Grant for the 2015/2016 year. 

Jess T. Dugan: Betsy, 2013

Holly Roberts: Small Elephant, 2014

Recent Public Acquisitions
JP Morgan Chase Bank acquired works by Daniel Beltrá and Jess T. Dugan. BMO Harris Corporate Art Collection 
acquired pieces from The Chicago Project Artist, Mike Rebholz. The Museum of Photographic Arts in San Diego, 
CA acquired pieces by Holly Roberts and Ysabel LeMay. 

Publications
Jess T. Dugan’s book launch for Every Breath We Drew is at Cornell Fine Arts Museum September 15, 2015.

Lectures
Bruce Davidson gave a lecture at The Phillips Collection in D.C. last June. Jess T. Dugan will be speaking 
November 5th at Cornell Museum of Fine Arts at Rollins College (Orlando, FL). Sandro Miller spoke at the 
Head On Foto Festival (Sydney, Australia), and at the Chicago Photography Center. Jeffrey Wolin discussed his 
series Pigeon Hill: Then & Now in Bloomington, IN last April.

Ysabel LeMay: Archeus, 2015
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New Gallery Artist
On a trip this past summer to Les Rencontres de la Photographie, in Arles, I walked into a small gallery and 
stopped in my tracks. There, along the wall, were tiny 4 x 6” framed photographic prints lit from within by a small 
light source. Forcing me to stand within inches of each piece, these small creations revealed a vanishing world 
of artisans and craftsmen called Heroes. Italian photographer, Francesco Pergolesi, makes collaborative portraits 
that honor the dusty bookshelves, the wood shavings from a sculptor’s chisel, and the fabric shards on the tailors 
floor. We are beyond excited to show his work at Art Miami, before his USA debut at CEG in May 2016.

Upcoming Art Fairs
We are thrilled to be participating in two upcoming art 
fairs: EXPO Chicago, September 17 - 20, at Navy Pier,  and 
Art Miami, December 1 - 6 in the Wynwood Arts District. 

We will be featuring work by Daniel Beltrá, Clarissa 
Bonet, Floriane de Lassée, Jess T. Dugan, Ysabel LeMay, 
Sandro Miller, Arno Rafael Minkkinen, Robert & Shana 
ParkeHarrison, Francesco Pergolesi and Gregory Scott. 
Please visit our website to view the artwork, and contact 
the gallery if there are additional pieces you would like 
us to bring.

Gallery Artists
    Shelby Lee Adams
    Keliy Anderson-Staley
    Tom Baril
    Daniel Beltrá
    Julie Blackmon
    Clarissa Bonet
    Kate Breakey
    Keith Carter
    Kelli Connell
    John Cyr
    Bruce Davidson
    Floriane de Lassée
    Heather Dewey-Hagborg
    Jess T. Dugan
    Elizabeth Ernst
    Dan Estabrook
    Terry Evans
    Lynn Geesaman
    Michael Itkoff
    Michael Kenna
    Gustavo Lacerda
    Ysabel LeMay

Herman Leonard
O. Winston Link
Deborah Luster
Sandro Miller
Arno Rafael 
        Minkkinen
Lori Nix
Robert & Shana 
        ParkeHarrison
Olivia Parker
Francesco Pergolesi
David Plowden
Doug Prince
Holly Roberts
Gregory Scott
Lauren E. Simonutti
Jack Spencer
Ron van Dongen
Hiroshi Watanabe
Joel-Peter Witkin
Jeffrey Wolin

Robert & Shana ParkeHarrison: Sojourn, 2015

Francesco Pergolesi: Alfred, Macerata, 2015 Francesco Pergolesi: Pino, Spoleto, 2013


